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Dear Member

Hope you all have really enjoyed the season, there has certainly been some highs and lows, however that’s sport and that’s why we love it so much.

This will be quite a lengthy newsletter but please take the time to read it all, I wouldn’t want you to miss out on anything.

First, have you got your tickets for the prestigious Dinner and Dance if not why not, I’m sure it’ll be a fab night with many hangovers to be enjoyed on Saturday morning, so get cracking on finalizing that outfit.

Sainsbury’s Actuive Kids Vouchers

For those of you that have been collecting the ‘Sainsbury’s Active Kids Vouchers’ please bring them with you to the dinner and dance where a box will be in place to take them off your hands. The more vouchers we get the more kit we can buy and in return hopefully make savings on our subscriptions, so please keep collecting or cadging them off friends, colleagues and relatives.

Diary Dates

After Friday’s antics the next date for your diaries is one of great importance and in the past poorly attended, is the AGM.  It’s being held on the 12th May @ St Peters 7pm for a prompt 7.30pm start, please show your support and come along, remember it’s your club – have your say…..

League Tables

Ok here are the league tables and final finishing positions, although as a whole the Club had a relatively successful season,  which many people have achieved much to enhance the name of the club, unfortunately there were disappointments, equally there were successes too,  both ends of the scale felt by many.
Mens 1st – Premier Division 2  PROMOTED Congratulations
Finished 2nd being pipped to the post on goal difference by Team Bath Buccs A – 53pts

Mens 2nds – North Division 1 

Finished 4th – 50pts

Mens 3rds – Hereford & Glos Division 1

Finished 4th -38 pts

Mens 4ths – Hereford & Glos Division 2  PROMOTED Congratulations
Finished top – 67pts

Mens 5ths – Hereford & Glos Division 2

Finished 8th – 30pts

Ladies 1st – Premier Division 1 

Finished 2nd beaten to the post by ISCA – 55pts (you’ll do it next season girls)

Ladies 2nds – Severn Division 1

Finished 4th – 50pts

Ladies 3rds – Severn Division 1
Finished 8th – 28pts

Ladies 4ths – Severn Division 2
Finished 7th – 18pts

Ladies Club Captains outtake on the season by Jo Roberts

Well done to all the Ladies 1sts who had an outstanding season this year.   2nd in the league.  So very close!  Many thanks to Gary Tredgett, for his valuable contribution as coach.   I am sure all involved are looking forward to next season. 

The Ladies 2nds finished 4th in their league.   A fantastic effort this year and at times promised to finish higher.  Again, many thanks to Mark Bateman for coaching this season.  And again thanks to Anna for stepping in as captain and taking over from Ali half way through the year.

The Ladies 3rds finished in 8th position.  This season has proved to be a challenge and may thanks to Claire Bundy and Jo Veits for their commitment to this side, bringing on the youngsters and making changes when needed.  A lot to look forward to next year. Thanks to Kinga again for coaching both the 3rds and 4th teams.  All the girls appreciate your efforts!

The ladies 4ths finished 7th in their league after being promoted last season, this position did not reflect an excellent seasons performance, Raines coped well with alot of changes to this young side, a great effort from the whole team for their 1st season in this league. We are all looking forward to finishing higher next season.

All the coaches have kindly agreed to do it again next season.  Thanks guys. 

Well done to everyone for a great season.  Thank you to everyone who has contributed in every way from being captain, collecting money and making my job a lot easier at times! 

Also, a big thank you to all the umpires who have stepped in and gone above and beyond for this club.  Providing umpires that are qualified for every game has once again been a difficult task this season.  Jo and John Veits have done a fantastic job this year and it has been very much appreciated.  Thanks also to Bryony Fulcher (umpire and goalkeeper!), John French, Jane Townsend, Aki and Cath Chevin for all your help.  

I look forward to next year.

Goodbye and good luck!!!!

We have a few girls leaving us to go to university this year.  Many thanks for all your efforts this season girls.  Good luck with your future.  Keep playing! You are always welcome back to Gloucester City.  We will miss you!!

Go Girls – U18 Girls Final Day by Jo Veits

Gloucester U18 girls headed off on a gloriously sunny morning to Nottingham University for finals day of the U18 HA Plate competition.  Knowing that they had a semi final against the hardest opposition in the last four Ipswich, and just 25 minutes each way to gain a place in the final, they knew they would have to be at their best to progress.

With a great following of parents and supporters, the girls were in high spirits and were buzzing when they arrived and saw the set up of the venue.

Watching some of the first semi final between Lancaster and Eastbourne, we felt that we would have beaten either of the sides but knew that Ipswich would be a much tougher task!

With several injuries and illnesses affecting key players, Gloucester made several changes to the team formation and responsibilities and with a good warm up and a light-hearted team talk, we were ready to go.  Gloucester looked nervous in the opening exchanges and Steph Hynes was at her excellent best between the posts. Ipswich took the lead after eight minutes through a lucky deflection at a short corner.  A switch from the bench saw Lisa Daley dropping back into the centre of the park supported by Becca Sangwin.  Gloucester had good possession for the remainder of the half and were unlucky not to be level when Meg Brazil mesmerised the Ipswich defence with a weaving run only to be denied by a fine save from the keeper.

With the heat taking its toll, Gloucester were glad of the break, happy to find some shade and fluids.  With some words of encouragement and a few more changes, Glos lined up for the second half.  Ipswich put immediate pressure on the Glos defence and scored 2 goals in 6 minutes. Glos had nothing to lose and pushed forward with Chloe O’Donoghue coming close and Annia Fabian causing endless problems down the left. Lisa Daley pressed the attacking circle on many occasions and was unlucky not to be rewarded with any short corners. With Clare Barwood just back from injury stepping into a new role, she joined the back four of Kate French, Denise Grant and Eileen Padfield who never stopped working and battling.  Sam Roberts played on both flanks with her endless engine whilst Meg Brazil and Jess Millington used their pace up front ably supported by Daley, Sangwin and O’Donoghue.  Lauren Bull took over at left defence and got stuck into the action.

Throughout the day the team were amazing, they looked and acted professionally, they never gave up and worked tirelessly until the final whistle.  Ipswich were a good team with many years of playing together. Their class told in the final as they overwhelmed Eastbourne by 6-0.

My sincere thanks to Denis Wood for his support, organisation and chasing, we couldn’t have done it without him.  To Bryony for being there as our Physio?! And to both of them for their endless work with the junior sections.  For all the supporters- you were great, by far the biggest and largest crowd of all the teams there. And finally to the girls, they should be proud of what they achieved, well done to you all, you have been a pleasure to work with. 

Player of Match – Annia Fabian
Juniors Section by Bryony Fulcher

Vixens
The Vixens team has struggled this season. 

We 'promoted' last years Vixens stars, Chloe, De, Sam , Lauren and Megan to  the ranks of the senior, where they have prospered, but the Vixens have found it hard going without them.
On a positive front we have some up and coming stars in Emily Phillips, Rachael Taylor , Shannon Pryce and Bella Williamson . And we have acquired 3 new goal keepers in the form of Bea Martin Harrington, Alex and Chloe Rowcraft - which is good because it means that Bryony will not have to play in goal for them any more! We look forward to winning more matches next season!!
The U13 girls are developing into a good team with Bella Williamson (please don't go to live in Spain!), Gemma Green, Abbey Seeliger and Katie McKeown giving us hope for the future. They played regularly in the monthly Cheltenham tournaments and only rarely lost a match.

The U12 girls performed brilliantly in the England Hockey age group tournament in Cheltenham. 

They won all of their group matches including a notable victory over East Gloucester 2-1, only losing in the final to Lydney 4-0, (a team who were on average 6 inches taller than the Gloucester team!). 

The squad of Chloe Rowcraft (GK), the Lucys (Lucy Phillips, Lucy Haynes and Lucy Morris), Louise Gamman, Catriona Bucknell, Kate England, Ellie Brinley, Amber Coppin and Leah Hamill  all played out of their skins and thoroughly deserved their bronze medals.
Thanks to Mrs G for getting Louise there – eventually! ( it was the day the clocks went forward!) and for the eggs!
The U12 boys also played well in their tournament. They started slowly and were unlucky to have exactly the same record as 2 other teams in their group – won one, drew one, lost one – but came third in their group on goal difference. They played off against Lansdown for 5th and 6th place finally running out  3-2 winners. Congratulations to the team of Adam Weaving, Tom Troughton, Joe Tibbles, Jack Hutchings, Robert Lightowlers, Ben Wood, Matthew Selwood and  Max Carter.
The U10 girls and boys played in their respective tournaments earlier in the year. 

Both performed well and gained valuable match experience.
Well done to all the participants: 

Girls: Annabel Gamman, Pippa Brogden, Kirstin Bucknell, Sascha Crooknorth, Alice Hutchings, Emma Fenn.
Boys: Ellis Robson, James Readstone, Will Grant, Joe Wellington, Cameron Consitt, Max Bellingham, Torin Hamill and Luis Williamson.
Finally the Junior presentation evening went off well as usual – the England stars Gemma and Nicola were brilliant – even staying to join in the dancing and inspiring our young stars to even greater efforts for next season. 

With all this young talent and the support of their coaches the future of the club looks rosy. 
Thanks  in particular to Mandy Phillips, Lee Robson, Denis , Laura B, Matt, Alex, Stroppy, Gill T for helping throughout the season. We would be lost without you.
See you all at the dinner! 

Boys U18 Hockey, Season 2009/10 by Brian Mobberly

Badgers

The Boys Badgers squad have had yet another successful season with the players seemingly getting younger and more able year on year.

Several new faces played for the team this year, including 10 year olds Jack Hutchins (who managed a hat trick in one game – a club record for a 10 year old at this level), goalkeeper Adam Weaving and Johnathon Broadhurst. 

Thanks to Douggie’s thorough coaching real improvements were made this year and this was reflected in the match results despite being a very young side and winning twice as many games in the New Year and scoring 27 goals compared to 11 goals pre – Christmas.

Selection has been a real headache & there is healthy weekly competition in training to gain a place each week. We do try to ensure that all lads who attend training get games according to their ability.

Representative Hockey 

12 boys were nominated by the club to JDC of which 7 of these progressed to JAC.

Of these 7, Daniel Ladd (U14), Ian Ewart (U15), & Sam Carter (U16) were selected to attend JRPC.

U18 EH Boys Cup

Albeit with some external reinforcements because of unavailability the boys did extremely well in their 3 home ties. The first game against Ashmoor U18 from the spectator’s point of view was probably the game of the season in sheer entertainment value with the hosts running out worthy winners with an 8 – 7 score line. The second game was a highly charged affair, eventually winning through 5 – 4 against Coventry & N Warks despite going down to 10 men early on. Reading U18 were next up at home in the last 16. The visitors commenced this tie at a furious pace driven by their 2 national league players & were 4 goals up after 20 minutes.  However, they could not maintain this pace & so the game became a more even affair with the visitors winning 9 – 4.

This was a record cup run for the club at this level & hopefully the experience will ultimately benefit all those involved. 

GCHC Summer League 2010

We have managed to involve 16 mixed teams in the GCHC Summer League this year and welcome 1 or 2 new teams, a couple that have been away and are now back and the usual old favorites.

The league will run from the 1st week in May to the end of July, a full 13 week programme if you’ve not heard from your team captain or not declared yourself available please contact your team captain /club captains Jo Roberts, Bipin Patel or Graham Pratt.

Lets have some fun in the sun!!!!! well maybe weather depending.

Level 1 Umpiring Course

With the ongoing need for qualified umpires the club is arranging a Level 1 Course.  This comprises of 2 theory sessions, practice games and then an assessment game.   We have already started taking names as need 15 for the course to go ahead.  If you are interested,  please contact Jo Roberts or Brian Mobberley who will give further details.  We are aiming to do this in September and all candidates can use the Summer league games to practice.  It will be a big help to the club if we can increase the number of qualified umpires, which will take the pressure off those who do it week in, week out.  We look forward to hearing from you.

Confirmed dates for this course are:-

The small conference room, Oxstalls Tennis Centre

Tuesday 7th September 6pm – 9pm

Thursday 16th September 6pm – 9pm

Comprehensive information for candidates regarding this can be found on the below website. http://www.englandhockey.co.uk/page.asp?

Anyone who wishes to attend and not already registered please contact club captain asap.

Finally last but not least

Births and Marriages

Congratulations Tiz and Susannah on getting married on April 9th  to date are stuck across the pond, due to the volcanic issue, hopefully they’ll be home in time for the Dinner Dance.
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