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Dear Member
We have, as a committee over the last few months, been aware that communication needs to be improved. A lot of you will have noticed that the website has not been working effectively for varying reasons. This we believe will improve but might not happen until the new season.

The old Pipe and Ball Chronicle is no longer being run by previous volunteers so we are endeavoring to cover everything that is happening within your club by issuing this simpler style newsletter. We hope that by doing this we can alert you to both up and coming events for your diary together with more controversial issues such as volunteering requirements
Through the discussions held with the majority of teams, you have asked for feedback on what is happening within the club. Well here it is, a lot of information for our first issue which we hope to follow up with “flash points” for subsequent issues.
So, please take the time to read this, make notes of events and wherever possible contribute both your time and effort. This is your club and your help is invaluable
Events

We need to renew our Clubs First registration this year. Brian Mobberley is once again heading this and we hope that our audit and inspection will take place in February/March 2010, culminating in success again. Thanks to Brian for his hard work. This is important because it enables us to access grants for junior coaching and development.
The dinner dance this year will again be held at the prestigious Gloucester Rugby Club. 

This year because of their other commitments, we are changing the night to Friday 23rd April 2010. Tickets will soon be going on sale and we would like to increase the attendance from the 110 who came last year. Please ask around those attendees from last year.  I am sure they will advise it was a tremendous success.

Tickets will soon be on sale from Jo Veits, Laura Bucknell, James Burrows or Denis Wood

(Parents of juniors very welcome)

The Junior Presentation Evening will again be held at the Riverside on Friday 26th March 2010 from 6pm to 9.30pm. This has been run for 3 years now and always seems a great success with Children and parents alike.
The Annual General Meeting has been arranged for Wednesday 12th May 2010 at St Peters at 7pm for a 7.30 prompt start. Your attendance at this meeting would be greatly appreciated as it will cover such aspects as finance and team Captains for the coming season. It is also your opportunity to get any important items you would like discussed into the agenda. (You must register these with the Secretary in writing)
During the team discussions the men’s 1st team suggested it might be a good idea to run an event of their own, if not this year then perhaps next. This did spark an old idea that perhaps every team should put on their own event. Profitability would be good, but perhaps it is just as important to get the club spirit at the right level
The club as a whole is doing exceptionally well, with both the Men’s and Ladies 1st teams at the top of their leagues and vying for promotion. As at end of January the following table applies;

Men’s 1st           Top of the table, Played 13, Won 11, Drawn 2, Lost 0, Points 35

Men’s 2nd           6th Place, Played 14, Won 7, Drawn 1, Lost 6, Points 23

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


Men’s 3rd           5th Place, Played 14, Won 8, Drawn 1, Lost 5, Points 25
Men’s 4th           Top of the table, Played 16, Won 14, Drawn 0, Lost 2, Points 42
Men’s 5th           7th Place, Played 16, Won 8, Drawn 1, Lost 7, Points 25 (same league as the 4ths)

Badgers
Played 11, Won 3, Drawn 2, Lost 6 
Ladies 1st
2nd Place, Played 13, Won 11, Drawn 2, Lost 0, Points 35
Ladies 2nd
4th Place, Played 11, Won 7, Drawn 1, Lost 3, Points 22
Ladies 3rd 
8th Place, Played12, Won 3, Drawn 3, Lost 6, Points 12

Ladies 4th
7th Place, Played 9, Won 3, Drawn 2, Lost 4, Points 11

Vixens

Played 8, won 4, lost 4
Cup runs. These are still in progress and all giving a good account of themselves, please give your support
Men’s 1st’s – 14th February v Bexley Heath Belvedere 12.30 St Peter’s
Mens Vets – 21st February v Plymouth Marjons 12.30 St Peter’s
Boy’s U 18 - 14th February v Reading 2.15 St Peter’s
Ladies Vets – 14th February v Bournemouth away
Girl’s U 18 Plate – Next game 7th February in Plymouth
Mixed Vet’s Cup – 7th February v Newent away
Tours 

The men are going to Delft in Holland at the end of May

The men’s Vets visit Timperley in March

I am sure there will be both ladies and mixed tours, so let Lou know for future issues
Volunteers

Through the discussions recently held with each team, we have had a number of volunteers come forward to help with certain vital activities that take place within the year, these are as follows

Summer League – Graeme Pratt ably helped by Zoe, Rich Mobberley and Andy Charsley have volunteered to run this. It is a profitable but time consuming event and one that the committee is very grateful to Graeme and his team for taking over. Watch this space for further news of what has become a popular competition.
Summer Tournament – Date yet to be confirmed

This will be run by Kris Green (Please contact Kris if you would be able to help in the organization)
Summer Carnival – Unfortunately this has become not so well attended recently, so Jo Reeves has very kindly volunteered to organize the working party for this. For those of you unaware why we do this, it is because we get the pitches for the Summer Tournament free. Date to be advised in due course
Firework Marshalling – Again very poorly attended, so Mary Ellis has agreed to organize the working party for this. Again we get £20 per head to Marshall this event, half or which we give to the Alzheimer’s disease charity.

The date for this should be fairly obvious, but will advise further in due course.

We have also had a volunteer to organize this Newsletter in future, namely Lou Davis so any further items you would like contained please let her or the secretary know. 
Whenever needed, we have been able to go to one of the parents for any printing requirements and thanks must therefore go to Lydia Clarke of CLK Media for this.

A coaching plan has been developed by Lee Robson, mainly for the junior section. Many thanks must go to Lee for his hard work in preparing an exceptionally well thought out and presented document
We do as a club; need a continuing supply of volunteers. People hold positions in the club and do a great job, but they do need a break for both their own good and sometimes the clubs to bring in new ideas. It would be good to see some of the younger members stepping forward to hold some of the positions.

Coaching and umpiring roles have become exceedingly difficult to fill, with some members becoming disheartened with what the club can offer. Please remember this is a voluntary club, we cannot afford to pay for all teams to be coached and umpired unless subscriptions go up considerably. We are very dependent on YOU to help wherever possible. This applies to both Junior and Adult teams.
30 juniors have just completed a Junior Umpiring Awards certificate, which is the first of 3 steps to gaining their level 1. Excellent work you guys. Come on you adults do not let the juniors be an example to you!!
The Junior Coaching has been run by a very small number of helpers now for several years. This cannot go on forever. New people will inevitably have to take ownership of this, and with the juniors contributing upwards of £7500 towards the club's budget, financial stability could prove a real problem without them. Getting people involved into this needs to start now so that the necessary transfer can take place over a couple of years. We are getting new helpers coming along, but it is those who will need to take this on, that are needed.
Junior Coaching takes place as follows

Junior Boys over 11 – 7pm to 8.30 Tuesdays at St Peters

Junior Girls and Boys under 11 Wednesdays – 5pm till 6pm at Plock Court

Junior Girls over 11 Wednesdays – 6pm till 7.30 Plock Court
Matches take place on Saturdays for the Badgers and Sundays for the Vixens

U 11 and U13 boys and girls take place on Sundays in Cheltenham (Normally once a month but sometimes more often) all these teams are playing really well and improving at every event. Special thanks must go to Lee Robson and Mandy Phillips who organize these teams for us
Other parents help with these events, but of course further help from within the club would be greatly appreciated
Sponsorship

We all know how difficult this is within the current climate, but if any of you can think of anyone that would possibly sponsor us, no matter how small, then please pursue this. It could solve a good many problems in the future.

The availability of an advertisement on the website may just entice them.
We believe that we have achieved three sponsorship deals for the club, one for £200 from Attwooll’s, one from Warmseal for £100 and another which may bring in between £250 and £500. Watch this space

Bonus Ball

All numbers are currently taken, but people do drop out from time to time. If you would like to register for a number in the future then contact James Burrows or Denis Wood
Playing Kit

This has been commented on recently by a number of people. The committee has therefore set up a subcommittee  to review this, and report back. A resolution will hopefully be able to be put forward at the AGM

Notice Board

A number of you have made comment that information such as the fixtures, both time and place are not available. They have however been on the notice board at St Peters for some time now, together with league tables

Other items such as umpiring and coaching courses also appear here

Any hockey related item can be placed on this notice board

Your  Committee Members  
Kris Green
 Chairman

Denis Wood
 Secretary

James Burrows
 Treasurer 

Jo Roberts
 Ladies Captain

Bipin Patel
 Mens Captain

Richard Allott
 Club Welfare Officer

Brian Mobberley Volunteer Coordinator
We trust that you will read this newsletter and feedback any comments you wish. These could be registered through the secretary by e mail to denis.wood@hotmail.co.uk, in writing to 35 Lansdown Road Gloucester GL1 3JU or by phone 07766 603425
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